Closing Kesponses & Blcssing

From prison and the wilderness good news is
proclaimed by prophets that the time is coming.

The one who has been promised is neigh and they
come proclaiming good news to the poor, sight to the
blind, the lame walk and leaper cleansed.

Bless us and the people we meet along the way
Father,

Son

and Holy Spirit.

Amen

God’s Spirit is on me

1. God’s Spirit is on me

God’s breath is within me
God’s driving wind behind me
So the blind can see again

So the bound are free again
God’s Spirit is on me now

2. God’s Spirit is on you

God’s breath is within you
God’s driving wind behind you
So good news can find the poor
For the Lord is good to all
God’s Spirit is on you now

3. God’s Spirit is on us

God’s breath is within us
God’s driving wind behind us
Calling us and gracing us
Gifting us and placing us
God’s Spirit in on us now.

© from LUKE: lllustrated Gospel Project, 2015

Written and performed by Malcolm Gordon
https://malcolmgordon.bandcamp.com/track/gods-spirit-is-on-me
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Simplc wors]—zip for the scattered

Christian community

Matthew 11: 2-11

Advent 3

Wclcomc

An opportunity to welcome people to the gathering

Lighting of the Advent Ca ndle

In lighting this 3rd candle in Advent, may our waiting
be brightened with the announcement that the deaf
hear and the poor have good news brought to them in
the coming of the light of the world.

Kcsponscs & Gathcring Fragcr

0 God,

we come today echoing John the Baptist's question to
your Beloved Child:

"Are you the one who is to come?"

Give us eyes to see and ears to hear the answer for
ourselves:

In the work of justice: Christ!

In the practice of mercy: Christ!

In good news for the poor: Christ!

In the vision of peace: Christ!

Make us ready, with open hearts and joyful spirits,
to follow in Christ's Way. 1.

Amen.

Music for Reﬁcction

Suggested song: God's Spirit is on me
© from LUKE: lllustrated Gospel Project, 2015

Written and performed by Malcolm Gordon
https://malcolmgordon.bandcamp.com/track/gods-spirit-is-on-me
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Fassing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you.

And also with you.

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer
them a word of greeting and peace.

The Word around the Bush

Matthew 11: 2-11

Messengers from John the Baptist

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was
doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him,
‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?’ #Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John
what you hear and see: ®the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
brought to them. ® And blessed is anyone who takes
no offence at me.’

Jesus Praises John the Baptist
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the
wind? 8 What then did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear
soft robes are in royal palaces. ° What then did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a
prophet. 1°This is the one about whom it is written,
“See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.”
"Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one
has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

The Messagc

From your Scattered Community Minister or another leader
within your gathering.

Questions for conversation

e What did you hear in the Word today?
e In what ways does your Christian Community live
out the way of the prophetic tradition?

Silence in T wo Ways

Spend some time in silence sitting still (suggested 5
minutes). Close your eyes lightly. Sit relaxed but
alert.

eYou may like to say the prayer phrase “Mar-an-ath-
a” (which means come Lord). Say this as four
syllables. Do not try to think or imagine anything. If

thoughts or distractions come simply return to saying
the word.

oOr you may like “sitting with God” — a silent time in
which we focus all our mind, heart and soul on the
presence of God without trying to create it. Simply be
still and open to God.

Frayers for Others

We pray for the world, for all places of conflict and
strife.

When you come, the broken, bleeding lands are
healed, places of death blossom with new life.
Come Jesus.

come and save us.

We pray for your people, for the persecuted and for
those without food.

When you come, the hungry are fed, the oppressed
are set free.

Come Jesus.

come and save us.

We pray for all people who live without dignity, for all
who have no hope.

When you come, the poor receive justice and the
humble are lifted high. Come Jesus.

come and save us.

We pray for all who suffer, for the sick in body or
spirit.

When you come, the lame walk and the blind receive
their sight.

Come Jesus.

come and save us.

We pray for the sad, the lonely and for all who mourn.
When you come, sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Come Jesus.

come and save us.

We pray for the prophets in our midst who alert us to
your coming.

When you come, may you find us ready to greet you.
Come Jesus.

come and save us. 2. Amen.

Music for Rcchction

Suggested song: Our Father in Heaven
© A Pocketful of Smooth Stones, released May 20, 2020

Written, performed and produced by Malcolm Gordon
https://malcolmgordon.bandcamp.com/track/our-father-in-heaven-w-forest
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