
 
•O Christ we open ourselves in prayer for: 
[silence for personal prayer or invite others to 
open prayer in between each] 
 
Your creation … 
Silence 
 
For others we have hear about throughout our 
world … 
Silence 
 
For other people we know and are close to … 
Silence 
 
For our church and our wider community … 
Silence 
 
For ourselves … 
Silence 
 
 
Closing Responses & Blessing 
 
Go out into the world in peace, 
To love and serve the Lord. 
 
Bless us and the people we meet along the way. 
 
Father, 
Son 
and Holy Spirit.   
 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Simple worship for the scattered 

Christian community 

 
Welcome 
An opportunity to welcome people to the gathering! 
 
Responses & Gathering Prayer 
 
Gather your people, Lord. 
Gather us as community and as one. 
Gather rich and poor, friend and stranger, 
Young and old, those who feel far and those who 
feel near. 
 
Gather us into you lord, as you gather with us 
now. 
 
And as we gather Lord, let us be a thankful people. 
Thankful for those around us. 
For freedom and beauty. 
For things small and great. 
Thankful for times both of rest and struggle. 
Thankful for bread to feed us body and soul and 
water and wine to quench our thirst as the water 
of life. 
 
Thankful for your ever-present Spirit. 
 
Amen. 
 
Music for Reflection 
Suggested song: Dig a well of stillness 
John Coleman 
https://johncoleman.bandcamp.com/track/dig-a-well-of-stillness 
 
 

Luke 16: 19-31 
Lazarus & the Rich Man 
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https://johncoleman.bandcamp.com/track/dig-a-well-of-stillness


Passing the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
You are invited to turn to those around you and offer 
them a word of greeting and peace. 
 
 

The Word around the Bush 

Luke 16: 19-31 

The Rich Man and Lazarus 

19 ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in 
purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a 
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 
who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell 
from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would 
come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and 
was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 
23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus 
by his side. 24 He called out, “Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip 
of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am 
in agony in these flames.” 25 But Abraham said, 
“Child, remember that during your lifetime you 
received your good things, and Lazarus in like 
manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, 
and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between 
you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that 
those who might want to pass from here to you 
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to 
us.” 27 He said, “Then, father, I beg you to send 
him to my father’s house— 28 for I have five 
brothers—that he may warn them, so that they 
will not also come into this place of torment.” 29 
Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the 
prophets; they should listen to them.” 30 He said, 
“No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to 
them from the dead, they will repent.” 31 He said 
to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.”’ 

The Message  
From your Scattered Community Minister or another 
leader within your gathering. 
 
 

Questions for conversation 
 
●To whom, to what, do we listen to…. And what is 
convincing for us in our faith? 
 
●I wonder what you personally heard in the Word 
for our church? 
 
●What one action can you or your church take in 
response to the Word today? 
 
 
Silence in Two Ways 
Spend some time in silence sitting still (suggested 
5 minutes).  Close your eyes lightly.  Sit relaxed but 
alert. 
 
●You may like to say the prayer phrase “Mar-an-
ath-a” (which means come Lord).  Say this as four 
syllables.  Do not try to think or imagine anything.  
If thoughts or distractions come simply return to 
saying the word. 
 
●Or you may like “sitting with God” — a silent 
time in which we focus all our mind, heart and 
soul on the presence of God without trying to 
create it.  Simply be still and open to God. 
 
Prayers for Others 
Eternal God, 
where there is hope, you are there. 
Where there is compassion and the desire for 
wholeness, you are there. 
Where there is the struggle for peace, you are 
there. 
Where the hungry are fed, and the poor 
empowered, you are there. 
Where there is delight in the trees of the land, or 
the depths of the seas, you are there. 
Wherever love is announced, you are there. 
 
In you is such longing for your creation, and for 
humanity, and we thank you for that presence of 
you, in Spirit, in people, renewing, calling, and 
saving. 
 
In that knowledge, and in our simple faith, we 
bring our prayers for your creation and for the 
people of this world. 


